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In 1979, President Jimmy Carter invited dozens of politicians and ordinary citizens to Camp 
David to voice their concerns with the state of the nation. As Carter described it, the message 
was: “Mr. President, we are confronted with a moral and spiritual crisis.” Carter took this to 
heart, and then addressed the nation about the crisis of confidence in the nation. Here is an 
excerpt.

“What you see too often in Washington and elsewhere around the country is a system of “What you see too often in Washington and elsewhere around the country is a system of 
government that seems incapable of action. You see a Congress twisted and pulled in every 
direction by hundreds of well-financed and powerful special interests. You see every extreme 
position defended to the last vote, almost to the last breath by one unyielding group or 
another. You often see a balanced and a fair approach that demands sacrifice, a little sacrifice 
from everyone, abandoned like an orphan without support and without friends.

Often you see paralysis and stagnation and drift. You don't like it, and neither do I. What can Often you see paralysis and stagnation and drift. You don't like it, and neither do I. What can 
we do?

First of all, we must face the truth, and then we can change our course. We simply must have 
faith in each other, faith in our ability to govern ourselves, and faith in the future of this nation. 
Restoring that faith and that confidence to America is now the most important task we face. It 
is a true challenge of this generation of Americans.

One of the visitors to Camp David last week put it this way: "We've got to stop crying and start One of the visitors to Camp David last week put it this way: "We've got to stop crying and start 
sweating, stop talking and start walking, stop cursing and start praying. The strength we need 
will not come from the White House, but from every house in America."

We know the strength of America. We are strong. We can regain our unity. We can regain our We know the strength of America. We are strong. We can regain our unity. We can regain our 
confidence. We are the heirs of generations who survived threats much more powerful and 
awesome than those that challenge us now. Our fathers and mothers were strong men and 
women who shaped a new society during the Great Depression, who fought world wars, and 
who carved out a new charter of peace for the world.

We ourselves are the same Americans who just ten years ago put a man on the Moon. We are We ourselves are the same Americans who just ten years ago put a man on the Moon. We are 
the generation that dedicated our society to the pursuit of human rights and equality. And we 
are the generation that will win the war on the energy problem and in that process rebuild the 
unity and confidence of America.    CONTINUED



CONTINUED

We are at a turning point in our history. There are two paths to choose. One is a path I've 
warned about tonight, the path that leads to fragmentation and self-interest. Down that 
road lies a mistaken idea of freedom, the right to grasp for ourselves some advantage over 
others. That path would be one of constant conflict between narrow interests ending in 
chaos and immobility. It is a certain route to failure.

All the traditions of our past, all the lessons of our heritage, all the promises of our future All the traditions of our past, all the lessons of our heritage, all the promises of our future 
point to another path, the path of common purpose and the restoration of American 
values. That path leads to true freedom for our nation and ourselves.


